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Day: A Course of Thirteen Readings The period of history dealt with in this syllabus covers the last two hundred
years. It will be found to possess an interest apart from that belonging to any other period of Jewish history,
just because it reveals the various forces and movements that are immediately accountable for the present
conditions of Jewry throughout the world. It comprises a series of momentous events, the most far-reaching of
which was the transition of. Jewish history to its modern stage, signalised by the activity of Mendelssohn and
the occurrence of the French Revolution. The first half of the eighteenth century witnessed a condition of
intellectual confusion and communal chaos. The spell of Sabbatai Zevi was spread throughout Europe. A
succession of Pseudo-Messiahs - mercenary impostors or misguided mystics - roamed the Continent, deluding
the populace and leaving strife and disappointment in their track. Even Rabbis were secret adherents of the
mischievous heresy; hence the Amulet Controversy that raged between Emden and Eibeschutz. The semi-
Christian sect of Frank and the new Chassidic movement both had their rise in Poland, where the social and
economic upheaval aggravated the spiritual unrest. The dawn of a new era came with the advent of Moses
Mendelssoln, who performed the intellectual emancipation of his people by giving them a German translation
of the Bible, and showing that the practice of religious conformity could be combined with an acquisition of
modern culture. His generation accepted the culture but forsook the religious conformity; and Lessing s
portrayal of the ideal Jew was followed by a march of the votaries of...
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