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CHAPTER IV. THE SPENCERIAN SOCIOLOGY. Mr. Spencer s social
and political teachings are familiar enough in their main
outlines to readers who otherwise know little or nothing of his
works. The most popularly written and widely circulated of his
books--the Education alone excepted--are those which deal
directly with the problems arising from the relations of citizens
to government and to one another. In the pages of Social
Statics, the Introduction to the Study of Sociology, and The Man
versus The State, these problems in their multifarious aspects
are handled with rare force, clearness, and felicity of illustration;
and though first principles are kept in view throughout, and are
shown to constitute the firm foundation of every doctrine
advanced--though in this way philosophic coherence and
consistency are given to every chain of reasoning--the popular
standpoint is that adopted; the arguments are directed rather
to...
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