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The Gothic novel 'Frankenstein, or The Modern Prometheus' is the result of Mary Shelley's travels to Geneva,
Switzerland, with her future husband Percy Bysshe Shelley, Dr. John Polidori and Lord Byron, themselves
famous authors, and an entertaining contest between those friends about who could write the best horror
story. Conceived of a nightmare aJer reading German ghost stories by the fire and conversing about
Darwinism, occult ideas, galvanism and science, the only nineteen-year-old Mary Shelley put this piece of art
down on paper and published it anonymously in 1818. Frankenstein is a novel with a complex narrative
structure. In the core of the novel the Creature's story is presented to us framed by Victor Frankenstein's story
which itself is enframed by Robert Walton's epistolary narrative. The overall structure of the novel is
symmetrical: it begins with the letters of Walton, shiJs to Victor's tale, then to the Creature's narration, so as to
switch to Victor again and end with the records of Walton. In this manner the reader gets di=erent versions of
the same story from di=erent perspectives. Mary Shelley's rather atypical approach not to stick to only one
narrator and one defined narrative situation throughout the book creates various impressions on the reader of
the novel. The narrative situation of a text describes the structure of how the content, plot, characters and
events are being mediated to the reader and is oJen referred to as the point of view. The narrative situation is
one of the main categories in literary analysis....
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