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English letters, but even in such cases much will be gained by an approximation to the true sound. For the sake
of brevity the English terms are, for the most part, only denned, without adding the pronunciation. One of the
most difficult as well as important of the points to be made is that of placing the accent upon the proper
syllable. But it is to be borne in mind that in most of the European languages the stress of voice is not thrown so
exclusively upon a single syllable as it is in English; and, as a natural consequence, the unaccented syllables are
almost invariably pronounced more distinctly than by us. This is especially true in the Italian, French and
Spanish languages. In important cases accent is indicated in the word, as pronounced, by placing the accented
syllable in Italics. In the Latin and Greek languages it has been deemed advisable to follow what is known as the
Continental pronunciation, in preference to the English pronunciation which is adopted in some of our
principal Colleges; since it is only by this means that we can conform at all to the usual pronunciation of the
same terms by the principal European nations. In this connection it is proper to add, that the Latin words
employed in the Catholic church service, as in the Mass, etc., are frequently made to conform...
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