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firepower; using retreat as an offensive move; and educating the inhabitants on the ideological basis of the
struggle.This radical new approach to warfare, waged in jungles and mountains by mobile guerrilla bands
closely supported by local inhabitants, has been adopted by other revolutionary leaders from Ho Chi Minh to
Che Guevara. Mao wrote On Guerrilla Warfare in 1937 while in retreat after ten years of battling the Nationalist
army of Chiang Kai-shek. Twelve years later, the Nationalist Chinese were rousted from the mainland, and Mao
consolidated his control of a new nation, having put his theories of revolutionary guerrilla warfare to the test.
Established governments have slowly come to recognize the need to understand and devise means to counter
this new method of warfare. Samuel B. Griffith's classic translation makes Mao's treatise widely available and
includes a comprehensive introduction that profiles Mao, analyzes the nature and conduct of guerrilla warfare,
and considers its implications for American policy'.
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