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with Europe that sweeps from Vilna and Odessa, via Poland and Prague, to Israel. Farce and heartbreak,
history and humanity make up this magical portrait of the artist who saw the birth of a nation, and came
through its turbulent life as well as his own. This is a memoir like no other, and one that cries out to be read and
wept over. By the winner of the 2013 Franz Kafka Prize, previous winners of which include Philip Roth, Ivan
Klima, Elfriede Jelinek, Harold Pinter and John Banville.
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