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Excerpt: . chapter xi the ethics of mormonism The laboratory
for ethical study is the field of human history in all of its
aspects--political, economic, and religious. The unit is the
social group in the process of its evolution. All forms of social
control, whether in the nature of sentiments, customs, laws, or
divine commandments, have their origin in active social life. In
the development of moral standards every human instinct,
every interest, every problem which has concerned the
community, whether inherited from the past or imposed by the
environment, has had its effect. The meaning and significance
of moral standards can be ascertained only by a study of their
origin and function in a concrete, active social process. The
life-history of the Mormon group furnishes suitable material
for such a study. In the first place the group has developed in
almost complete isolation. This...
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