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Appendix A The Nuclear Energy Development Agenda: A Consensus Strategy for U. S. Government and Industry
Executive Summary Nuclear energy in the U. S. is entering a renaissance. With strong interest and support for
new plant construction, there is a sense of a bright future not only for nuclear energys increasing role in U. S.
electricity generation and reliability, but also in helping meet the challenges of ( 1) revolutionizing the
transportation sectors dependence on foreign oil, ( 2) reducing the need to use natural gas for electric power
generation and for the production of hydrogen for industrial applications, ( 3 ) fos-tering safe and
proliferation-resistant use of nuclear energy throughout the world, and ( 4 ) achieving these in an
environmentally responsible manner. Meeting these challenges with nuclear energy requires consensus, and a
coordi-nated effort on what needs to be done. Achieving this nuclear energy agenda will require the combined
efforts of industry and government, supported by the innova-tion of the research community. The Department
of Energy and Congress will play a critical role in this consensus, facilitating nuclear energys expanding role in
a sus-tainable national energy policy. The Electric Power Research Institute has developed a technically-based,
market-relevant, and nationally-oriented assessment of the nuclear systems needed in the United States over
the next half century. This assessment was supported by the technical resources of the Idaho National
Laboratory. The assessment is founded on the assumption that nuclear energy...
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