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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1900 edition. Excerpt: that have preceded them. These preliminary steps in the
development of a new species can only be observed in living organisms, and in our laboratory methods of
studying dead organisms we may fail to distinguish species that are clearly distinct in habits, functional
activities and powers of adaption from their resemblance in external or morphological characters. In the
geographic distribution of species there must be a balance of organisms in conformity with the mutual needs
of competing species under the prescribed conditions, as is strikingly illustrated in the results of the introduction
of the mongoose in the island of Jamaica. (V. Science, Vol. 5, p. 15, Jan. 1, 1897.) With the decline and final
disappearance of the discomfited species in the struggle for existence from their inability to adapt themselves
to the changed conditions they have aided to bring about, there must be an equivalent readjustment of t-he
habits and essential requirements of the fittest to survive to establish harmonious relations with their fellows
and the resulting changes in their environment. The reaction of less favored species to the sum of the influences
of their environment and their ultimate decline and disappearance should not be overlooked in the evolution of
new species, as the plasticity of organization and powers of adaptation to changing conditions are intensified
in the survivors by their exercise, and every element of change tends to a further divergence in functional
activities. From the point of view here outlined the importance...
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