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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1879 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER III. CONSTANTIA DURHAM. The great question for
the county was debated in many households, daughter-thronged and daughterless, long subsequent to the
memorable day of Willoughby s coming of age. Lady Busshe was for Constantia Durham. She laughed at Mrs.
Mountstuart Jenkiuson s notion of Lsetitia Dale. She was a little older than Mrs. Mountstuart, and had known
Willoughby s father, whose marriage into the wealthiest branch of the Whitford family had been strictly
sagacious. Patterne s marry money: they are not romantic people, she said. Miss Durham had money, and she
had health and beauty: three mighty qualifications for a Patterne bride. Her father, Sir John Durham, was a
large landowner in the western division of the county; a pompous gentleman, the picture of a father-in-law for
Willoughby. The father of Miss Dale was a battered army surgeon from India, tenant of one of Sir Willoughby s
cottages bordering Patterne Park. His girl was portionless and a poetess. Her writing of the song in celebration
of the young baronet s birthday was thought a clever venture, bold as only your timid creatures can be bold.
She let the cat out of her bag of verse before the multitude; she almost proposed to her hero in her rhymes. She
was pretty, her eyelashes were long and dark, her eyes dark blue, and her soul was ready to shoot like a rocket
out of them at a look from Willoughby. And he looked, he...
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