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= 3 Science and the Construction of Racial Identities in the Early

o : Republican Period, Frank Dikotter, "Sex" emerged as an
) _ independent field of study during the New Culture Movement
FRANK DIKOTTER (1915-21). The anatomy of the reproductive system, the

physiology of internal secretions, the nature of sex, the
determination of sexual differences, the mechanisms of
reproduction, the genetic foundation of sexual differentiation
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number of social thinkers. The result was a flood of pamphlets,
booklets, surveys and studies, breaking what was called the
conspiracy of silence around the "mystery of sex" or
"xingshenmi". New society, it was claimed, had the right to
investigate human sexual life scientifically. This book combines
the history of science and cultural history to provide a study of
the reconceptualization of human sexuality and reproduction.
It focuses on the period between the Sino-Japanese War of
1894-5 and the communist takeover in 1949, an era of
transition marked by the gradual introduction of new thought
systems from the West. Notions of "sex" in modern China were
based on "new" ideas about anatomy,...
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